
 
Staples Elementary is 

Springing Forward 
 
 
 

From the desk of the Mrs. Buck: 
 

 
Students at Staples have been busy this semester, but we will be slowing down a bit as 
we head toward spring and TAKS.  
 
We had a very successful science fair with many 
students moving to the district level. More and 
more students are participating in the fair, and the 
quality of the projects are getting higher each year. 
Our teachers are working hard to get students 
enthusiastic about science. Ms. Livesay’s students 
collected germ samples from throughout the 
building and watched the bacteria grow in science 
lab. Mrs. Massengale’s fifth grade students 
received a hands-on lesson in static electricity. 
 

Two other contests held recently on our campus were 
the geography and spelling bees. Mrs. Janzen led the 
geography bee. Our winner was fifth grader Ruby 
Ascher, and the runner up was sixth grader Gabrielle 
Stiver. Mrs. Bleeker led the spelling bee. Gabrielle 
Stiver was the winner of the spelling bee and will 
advance to the area bee in Cleburne on February 13. 
Fourth grader Katlynn Wester was the runner up. 
 
 

 
 
As we head toward TAKS season, after school tutoring is in full swing. Many teachers 
stay on Tuesdays and Thursdays to tutor our third through sixth graders in small group 
settings to enhance skills before the tests. We had our annual TAKS parent information 
night the last week in January. Although we had a low turn out, parents attending 
received valuable information on helping their children succeed on those assessments. 
We all enjoyed sub sandwiches at the beginning of the evening. 
 
 
Staples had a special visitor on science fair day. Doc Staples visited our campus to see 
the student projects and also look at the new stage and band rooms. Doc Staples, Mrs. 
Buck, and Mr. Cox sat and visited as he reminisced the “good ole days.” He thought the 
stage was just beautiful and can’t wait to see all the wonderful performances that will 
take place there. He especially said he wants to see the sixth graders put on plays for 
the younger students. He is also very proud to see band classes at Staples. The school 
has come a long way! 
 
 
 
 



 
Ms. Livesay held her second after school skate with booming success. Students stayed 
after school and got to roller skate and play in the bounce house. Older students showed 
off their in-line skills, and the younger students chicken danced on their quads. The adult 
volunteers had a great time skating as well. 

 
 

 

 
 
Our task ahead is recouperating from the flu bug that we have been hard with fourth six 
weeks and keep moving forward. We have lots of work ahead of us! 

 



 

      Wild About Learning  
Faculty Meeting Agenda 

February 11, 2008 
 
 
 
 

 Textbook Adoption Recommendations 

 District Vertical Team Updated 

 Guest Speaker – 457 Information 



Staples Elementary 
“A Great Place to Learn” 

 
Saturday, 1/19  Happy Birthday to Ms. Wisely! 
Monday, 1/21  No school 
Tuesday, 1/22  TAKS security training #1, 3:30, library 
   Tutoring    
Wednesday, 1/23 TAKS security training #2, 3:30, library  
   Campus geography bee, 8:30 a.m., Library 
Thursday, 1/24 Grade levels meet with Macmillan rep, conference room 
   Tutoring  
Friday, 1/25  Spirit Day 
   Fun Friday 
   Elementary night at JHS basketball games 
Sunday, 1/27  Happy Birthday to Ms. Manzano! 
 
 
 
 
We are overwhelmed with meetings at this point between textbook reps calling and 
mandatory TAKS training. We are trying to have these in place of faculty meeting or do 
some creative scheduling so you are not attending meetings multiple times in one week. 
The state has really changed some requirements when it comes to TAKS training this 
year, and it is important that everyone knows what is going on with this. Mrs. 
Vandersand has set up two training times for teachers and paraprofessionals; custodial 
and office staff will be trained at a different time. You must choose one of these to 
attend.  See Mrs. Buck directly if you have a conflict. 
    
We will host our required TAKS information night for parents on January 29 at 6:00 for 
grades 3-6. Brainstorm ideas to make this night a success. Thanks to those of you who 
have already volunteered to help in other areas. 
 
Please review hand washing procedures with your students. This will be important in 
boosting our attendance for fourth six weeks. You may do a custodial work order to have 
your sanitizer filled.  
 
OWL HOOT to Ms. Hopkins for donating cereal bars to the Nurse! 
 
OWL HOOT to all teachers for keeping their websites and newsletters updated! 
 
 
Think Commended! How are you recognizing commended performance in your 
classroom? 
 

Let them see you laugh! 



Staples Elementary 
“A Great Place to Learn” 

 
 
Saturday, 2/9  Happy Birthday to Nurse Cawood! 
Monday, 2/11  Lesson plans/Newsletter posted and sent home 
   Faculty meeting, 3:30, Library 
Tuesday, 2/12  CIC, 3:30, Library 
   PTO, 6:00, Cafeteria 
   Textbook adoption committee, 3:45, Admin.  
Wednesday, 2/13 Area spelling bee, Cleburne, 10:30 a.m.    
Thursday, 2/14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 
   Happy Birthday to Mrs. Otts! 
Friday, 2/15  Spirit day 
   Leadership team, a.m., Conference room 
Sunday, 2/17  Happy Birthday to Mrs. Allen! 
   Happy Birthday to Mrs. Page! 
    
 
 
 
Monday’s faculty meeting agenda will include: Guest speaker – 457 information, district 
vertical team updates, textbook adoption recommendation 
 
Although many of you have been helping push attendance, the flu bug hit us hard. 
Please do what you can to help get missing work to students and give them reminders to 
turn it in. Next week is the end of the six weeks, and you don’t want to be trying to get 
zeroes cleared up at the last minute.  
 
Reminder that Valentine’s Day is a no candy party per district vote. 
 
 
 
OWL HOOT to our after school tutors! 
 
 
Think Commended! How are you recognizing commended performance in your 
classroom? 
 
 
 
 
Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass...It's about learning to dance in the rain.  
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