
News from JHS 

JOSHUA NAVY JROTC RECEIVES OUTSTANDING  
FOR ANNUAL MILITARY INSPECTION 

The Cadets of Joshua High School’s Junior ROTC underwent their Annual Military 
Inspection (AMI) on December 5th and received a grade of “outstanding”. The Cadets 
also received the Bravo Zulu streamer, due to their high attendance for the event, with 
over 96% present and in uniform. The unit’s high performance has been recognized 
every year since 1999 as a “Distinguished Unit”, which places it in the top 20% of all 
Texas Navy Junior ROTC programs.  
AMI consists of three phases: Personnel Inspection and Drill, an Administrative and 
Supply Inspection and a Cadet Staff Briefing. The Personnel Inspection began with the 
arrival of the Inspecting Officer, U.S. Navy Commander Marc Edwards, which was 
acknowledged by the ringing of a ceremonial bell. Cadet Commanding Officer Charles 
Rutledge called the unit to “attention” in the Joshua High School’s M-PAC Center and 
smartly saluted the Inspecting Officer. Parents, administrators and teachers assembled 
in the M-PAC Center as each individual cadet was evaluated on personal appearance 
and military knowledge. Eighteen cadets, who distinguished themselves during the 
inspection, were awarded the “Circle 10” medal.  
After each cadet was inspected, the three assembled platoons conducted close order 
drill. Third Platoon, and its commander, Cadet Ensign Melina Sanchez, was recognized 
as “Honor Platoon” for its skill at in-place drill. Third Platoon also had the highest 
percentage of standout individual performance, with seven of its members receiving 
“Circle 10” recognition.  
Following the inspection phase, the ceremonial phase of the inspection began with the 
invocation by the Cadet Operations Officer Ashley Sedberry. The Unit’s Color Guard, 
commanded by Cadet Hannah Gilley, paraded the Colors as the Joshua High School 
Band played the National Anthem. Opening remarks acknowledged special guests 
including: Mr. Ray Dane, Joshua ISD Superintendent and the Joshua High School 
Principal, Mr. Mick Cochran. The Joshua NJROTC was activated in 1993 and special 
remarks were also made acknowledging the tremendous contributions of its plank-
holding instructor, Master Chief John McElroy. 
Assembled guests were then treated to a demonstration by the Unit’s Drill Teams, who 
performed routines utilized in competitions throughout the state. A brief awards 
ceremony was also conducted in which cadets were recognized for their meritorious 
performance.
The Inspecting Officer, in his final comments, stated how impressed he was with the 
Joshua Unit. He was also impressed with the parent and school support for the program. 
The ceremony ended with the Pass-in-review which included the entire unit marching 
past the Inspecting Officer and spectators to the music of the “National Emblem March”.  
The AMI concluded inside the classroom with the cadet officer staff showcasing the 
Unit’s accomplishments in a brief to Commander Edwards. “I am very impressed with 
the hard work, pride and professionalism demonstrated by this unit,” he said. 



Life Skills 

Several area schools have been invited to attend our first Christmas dance for the Life 
Skills students.  We are expecting about 60 students.  The Sweethearts will provide 
music and dancing encouragement.  Santa will make a guest appearance for photo 
opportunities and to pass out gifts.  A pizza lunch will be provided to all who attend.  Ms. 
Anne Roper at Loflin Middle school is helping with this event, scheduled for 11:30 till 
2:30 this Thursday.   

HSTE

Friday December 14th, a Care Flight chopper will land near room 642 (CATE) building at 
approximately 10:45. This will allow the students an opportunity to tour the chopper, 
listen to guest speakers such as EMT's, and Flight Nurses.  There should also be a 
ground ambulance here for them to tour.  Two of Joshua Fire trucks will be here as well. 
December 19th and 20th the HSTE 1 students will be hosting an "open house" for each 
of their class periods.  (The students are going to make posters/flyers to invite faculty 
and staff to come visit their class period and receive a 'free' vital sign check). 
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Seniors

Two seniors, Clint Cox & Annie Cummins have been chosen as one of 2,000 semi-
finalists out of a field of 80,000 applicants for the Coca-Cola Scholars Program.  This is a 
national scholarship for outstanding seniors who demonstrate leadership in school, show 
a commitment to the community, academic achievement, and are employed part-time.   
Fifty $20, 000 scholarships, and two hundred $10,000 scholarships will be awarded 
through this scholarship program.   

Boys Basketball 

JHS Boys Basketball team is 8-4 on the year.  We have had two impressive wins over 
state ranked opponents, and two of the losses have come from ranked opponents.  We 
have two more games before district starts--at All Saints Tuesday, 8 pm, and Friday at 
LD Bell, 8 pm.  We will open up district 8-4A play next Tuesday vs. Mineral Wells here at 
8 pm. 

Debate

The debate team got 3rd place at a UIL Tournament in Plano this weekend.  CX Team 
Hunter McCullough and Caleb Braun were the team to advance to the semi-finals and 
bring home the trophies for us. 



Lady Owl Soccer 

The JHS women's soccer teams (JV and varsity) began after-school practice the 
Monday after Thanksgiving.  Both teams are progressing nicely and working incredibly 
hard.  From a varsity standpoint, this is the most talent we have had since I've been 
here--and likely in school history.  JV is in the same situation--much deeper than last 
year.  We will see how things go in our very difficult district--that said, we should 
definitely be a playoff contender:  it will be a dogfight for all playoff spots, and we plan to 
be in it!  Our first scrimmage is January 4, home against Burleson.  We are also hosting 
a tournament (four varsity teams, six JV) the weekend of January 18-19.  Come out and 
support the Lady Owl Soccer teams!  

Dance Team 

The Dance Team will have their 2nd annual Mistletoe Magic Holiday Show on December 
14 at 7:30pm. The show includes the Sweethearts, Dance Department Classes and our 
Junior Sweethearts.

They will also be dancing half time at the Dallas Cowboys game this Sunday at 3:15pm.  

We will also be a featured group at the 2008 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic. They will be in 
the New Year's Eve parade in Downtown Dallas. 

Boys Track 

January 12 – Texas Roundup  (indoor pole vault) at the MPAC. 

Library

It is really more library news than anything else but the library did receive a large 
donation of gardening books from The Joshua Organic Gardening Club. Also, I have 
written an article that will appear in early January (don't know exactly when) in a library 
column in the Ft. Worth Star Telegram in their monthly regional special section for the 
Burleson area on a Kindle, which is a type of electronic reader to which you can 
download books and read them. 

Star Search 

We held the Sixth Annual Star Search Competition on Saturday, Dec 8th. It was a great 
success. There were 12 pariticipants in all: two from the middle school, one from out of 
district, and nine from JHS.  

3rd:  Nathan Herrin, 10th grade JHS 
2nd: RaeAnne Gwin, 8th grade LMS 
1st: EJ Montes, 12th grade JHS 

Audience Favorite:  EJ Montes 

We also had a wonderful silent auction during the intermission with baskets and gift 
certificates donated by several generous business from all over the community. 




