
 
 
 
 
Dear Board Members and Administrators: 
 
 
 
I hope that all of you have been well and are experiencing a happy holiday season.  Our 
baseball coaches and players regard this time of year especially closely because it means 
that the 2008 baseball season is right around the corner.  We start our season  
January 25th , which is 39 days away and approaching at a rapid pace.  We are preparing 
for, and anticipating, a very productive year for Joshua Baseball judging from all of the 
gains made throughout the offseason. 
 
First of all, we had a very promising fall baseball season.  Many of our players play select 
baseball, however, they also play for our fall team as well to gain a sense of team 
chemistry.  Our “Varsity” team, which is comprised of our older guys, ended the fall 
season with a record of 8-4 defeating key teams including Cleburne, Burleson, and 
Arlington Heights.  Our Freshman and Eighth Grade teams did very well playing 
competitively against older teams during their season. 
 
Also, our offseason is well underway.  Our senior football players have joined the ranks 
of our baseball period and are getting adjusted to our baseball program.  We have moved 
into Phase II of our offseason in which we have added another skill day to the work week 
along with our lifting and running regimen.  We are very pleased with the progress that 
we have made thus far, and we are expecting more gains in the weeks to come. 
 
Another aspect of our offseason program is our Open Gyms—or more appropriately 
named Open MPAC’s.  Here the players can voluntarily have a place to work on skills 
during the cold and wet winter months.  The only thing that players cannot work on are 
fly balls…which is a very good compromise as most schools do not have the facilities to 
focus baseball skills during inclement weather.  Also, a coach is always there to monitor 
the safety of our players. 
 
We are delighted at the progress of the field renovations.  We are very proud that the 
seniors will be able to showcase their talents at a renovated ballpark that will compare 
with some of the finest high school baseball facilities in the state upon completion.  We 
appreciate all of the hard work that each of you have done to aid in this process.  
 
Last year we improved to a 15-14 record from 8-20 from the year before, and we hope to 
improve on last year’s record this season.  We have high hopes for the season, and have 
scheduled a tough preseason schedule to prepare us for the district race.  Our 2008 team 
returns nine players with seven being returning starters from last year including our entire 
pitching staff.  The team is led by seniors Reed Watson, Austin Neal, Stephen Elrod, and 
Jeff Hickerson. 



I have also added another aspect to Joshua Baseball.  It is the Joshua Owl Baseball 
Newsletter…The J.O.B.  It is addressed to players and supporters of the program alike to 
provide information and insight into our baseball program.  We are trying to add to our 
distribution list, so if you or someone you know would like to be added to the list please 
email my school address, and I will add you to the list.  
 
In conclusion, I, along with the players and coaches, appreciate your continued support.  I 
also formally extend to you an invitation to attend an exciting 2008 season of Joshua 
Owls Baseball on our road back to the playoffs.  I have also included a 2008 Varsity 
Baseball schedule.  We look forward to seeing you at the ballpark! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, and Happy Holidays, 
 
 
 
Jason Bourgeois 
Head Baseball Coach 
Joshua High School 
 



  

Boys Soccer  
 
 
This year, in boys soccer, our numbers are the highest they have ever been. 
We have forty soccer players. We are not quite at the stage where we will 
have three teams, but we are close. I am very pleased at how the program is 
balanced out from 9th  to 12th grade. I am looking forward to another large 
freshman group which will allow us to have three teams. Two junior varsity 
and one varsity team. 
  I am very happy with the four new goals we received last week. This allows  
us to have more teams on the practice fields than just one or two. The practice 
fields are in the best shape that they have been in for the past three years. 
  We have just started practicing after school. The practices have been going extremely  
Well and are slowly moving to getting ready for our first scrimmage which is 
January 4th. We are working on ball skills, passing , and conditioning. We  
are progressing to group play and team offense.  
  I really feel like this team will be on a mission this year. The five sophomores 
I had starting last year are one year older and they will carry the team this year. 
We have several seniors that will be leaders for the younger ones. Those seniors 
Will be leading the team to another playoff year. 
 
 
Gary Walker Boys Soccer   
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