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1 The Spanish American War

TEKS

1(C), 3(A), 8(B), 12(D), 12(E), 23(B), 25(D)

2 Listen

� The United States displayed its new expansionist policies in Latin America when it intervened 

in Spain’s dispute with its Cuban colony. A rebellion against Spain broke out in Cuba and was 
harshly put down by Spanish forces. Cuban exiles in the United States urged the government 

to intervene, and newspapers called for war. Several newspapers indulged in yellow 
journalism, exaggerating the horrors of the conditions in Cuba. Their stories aroused 
jingoism, or an intense national pride and a desire for action.

3 Listen

� Incidents such as the de Lôme letter; the sinking of the battleship Maine in Havana harbor, 

supposedly by the Spanish; and a rebellion in Spain’s Philippine colony convinced American 
officials that war was necessary. On April 11, 1898, President McKinley sent a war message 

to Congress. The Spanish-American War was short and easy. The United States defeated 
Spain and took over Cuba, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam.

4 Listen

� These new territories were not happy to be under United States rule. The 
Philippines revolted and fought a bloody war with the United States. Cuba did not 
want American intervention in their nation, and the United States finally gave 
Cuba limited independence with the Platt Amendment. Puerto Rico and Guam 

remained under U.S. control.

5 Listen

� American power expanded in the Pacific when Hawaii was annexed in 1898. The 
United States further established its sphere of influence, or areas of economic 

and political control, in the Pacific with its acquisition of a port on the island of 
Samoa and its Open Door Policy with China, with the goal of access to China’s 
huge markets.

6 The Spanish-American War

Begin Taking Notes

1. How did the activities of the United States in Latin America set the stage for war with 

Spain?

2. What were the events leading up to and following the Spanish-American War?

3. What challenges did the United States face after the war?

4. Why did the United States seek to gain influence in the Pacific?

7 Setting the Stage for War
� By demanding that a dispute between Venezuela and Great Britain be sent to arbitration, the United States defended the 

validity of the Monroe Doctrine. (Arbitration is the settlement of a dispute by a person or panel chosen to listen to both sides
and come to a decision.) The British government backed down because it needed to stay on friendly terms with the United 
States.

� The United States became involved in the Cuban rebellion against Spain, to protect American business interests. 

� In competition for readership, two New York newspapers wrote exaggerated stories about the Cuban rebellion. This yellow 
journalism sold a lot of papers but had other effects as well:

• It whipped up American public opinion in favor of the Cuban rebels.  

• It led to a burst of national pride and the desire for an aggressive foreign policy, which became known as jingoism.  

8 The Spanish-American War

9 The Spanish-American War

10 New Challenges After the War
1 The Philippines
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� President McKinley’s arguments for annexation:

• Filipinos were unfit for self-government.

• Independence would bring anarchy.

• European powers would try to seize the islands.

� The Filipinos fought a three-year war for independence.

� The Philippines did not gain complete independence until 1946.

2 Cuba

� President McKinley installed a military government to protect American business interests.

� Cuba drafted a constitution in 1900 that did not allow for U.S. involvement.

� The U.S. government only agreed to remove its troops if Cuba included the Platt Amendment.

� The Platt Amendment remained in place until 1934. It allowed for U.S. naval bases on the island and intervention whenever necessary.

11 United States Acquisitions and Annexations

1857-1904

12 Other Gains in the Pacific
� The United States government intervened in other parts of the Pacific at the same time that events played out in the Spanish-American War. This intervention 

eventually brought about changes in the relationships of the United States with Hawaii, Samoa, and China.

� Hawaii became increasingly important to United States business interests.  Hawaii also leased Pearl Harbor to the United States as a fueling and repair 

station for naval vessels. In 1898, Congress approved the annexation of Hawaii.

� The Polynesian islands of Samoa and their harbor at Pago Pago were also important to the United States.  A year after the annexation of Hawaii, the United 

States acquired the harbor at Pago Pago as well.

� China’s huge population and its vast markets became very important to American trade.  President McKinley’s Secretary of State, John Hay, wrote notes to 

the major European powers trying to persuade them to keep an “open door” to China. He wanted to ensure through his Open Door Policy that the United 
States would have equal access to China’s millions of consumers.

13

14 The Age of Empire

15 American Expansion

16 The Emerging Imperialist Nation

17 The Spanish Response

18 The White Man’s Burden

19 Diplomacy of Imperialism

20 The Spanish-American War-Assessment
Which of the following was a reason President McKinley stated for the annexation of the Philippines? 

(A) The United States needed raw materials from the Philippines.

(B) McKinley believed that the Filipinos could not govern themselves.

(C) McKinley believed that if the United States fought for it, they should own it.

(D) McKinley was concerned that granting independence would damage his public image.

How did the United States defend the Monroe Doctrine?

(A) By forcing the British to go to arbitration over their dispute with Venezuela

(B) By demolishing Spain’s navy

(C) By annexing the Philippines

(D) By winning the Spanish-American War

21 The Spanish-American War-Assessment
Which of the following was a reason President McKinley stated for the annexation of the Philippines? 

(A) The United States needed raw materials from the Philippines.

(B) McKinley believed that the Filipinos could not govern themselves.

(C) McKinley believed that if the United States fought for it, they should own it.

(D) McKinley was concerned that granting independence would damage his public image.

How did the United States defend the Monroe Doctrine?

(A) By forcing the British to go to arbitration over their dispute with Venezuela

(B) By demolishing Spain’s navy

(C) By annexing the Philippines

(D) By winning the Spanish-American War

22 Work
Look over your notes from today.

1. Answer the 4 questions from today’s lecture.

2. In five sentences, write a brief summary of what we went over in class today.  Use the highlighted key terms in 

your summary!

� Title the paper the same as the Lecture Notes.

� Make sure to put your Name, Date, and Period in the upper right hand corner of your page.

� Turn this in at the beginning of class tomorrow – put it in the hand-in/collection basket.

� Worth 25 out of 100 points for this week’s Daily grade.
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